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Cheap international calls on new free Sims

A new pay-as-you-go Sim card is promising to help mobile phone users cut their
bills by offering reduced rates on international calls. Lycamobile Sim cards can
be slotted into an existing mobile handset when the user needs to make an
international call, with costs starting at around 4p a minute.

The Sim card comes free when you purchase your phone credit. Users can top
up by £5, £10 or £15 online at lycamobile.co.uk.

Last week telecoms regulators in Brussels, who first cut the cost of international
calls last summer, also moved against 'rip-off' text charges. The cost of sending
an SMS for consumers on holiday or travelling abroad for business will fall by 60
per cent, from a European average of 23p to 9p.

The EU's top telecoms official, Viviane Reding, said she was putting the new
rules forward because mobile-telephone companies had not responded to her
call for them to lower the roaming charges for sending or receiving text
messages outside a user's home nation.
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